
 

 

JAMES: FINDING A FAITH THAT WORKS 

Lesson 5 – Faith & Works – James 2:14-26 

INTRODUCTION/THOUGHTS 
☐   Let’s be very clear. James is not trying to teach that works must be 

added to faith. He is teaching that genuine Biblical faith will 
inevitably be characterized by Christ-like works.  

☐ “Works” should not be characterized by a life of rules and 
requirements, but a life of loving God and loving others.  

☐ Our faith in God is displayed by our trust and obedience to Him. 

☐ Every command to do or abstain in the Bible is an invitation to a 
deeper life of love with God.  

Notice that James says three different times that faith without works is 
dead. (vs. 17, 20, 26) We will use these to put our study into 
sections. 

JAMES 2:14-17 – A CASE STUDY – SITUATIONAL EXAMPLE  
Vs. 14 - James asks, “What good does it do someone to have faith (be saved) if his life does not display the 

effects of that salvation?” In fact, he ends verse 14 with, “Can faith save him?”  

☐ In other words, if a man’s faith in Christ does not move his physical life and actions at all, how could that 

faith possibly have saved his soul and changed him spiritually.  

Vs. 15-16 - James gives a scenario or case study. A brother or sister comes to you without clothes and daily 

food, and all you do is wish them the best and tell them to go and prosper. How did that person see 

your faith?  

Vs. 17 - Words and intentions are not a full display of faith. Faith, like love, is displayed by works. He tells us 

that a man that only speaks of and wishes good upon others has a “dead faith.” 

JAMES 2:18-20 – A CONFRONTATION – ERRANT THINKING  
Vs. 18 – It seems he is confronting a mindset of someone who may eventually read this letter.  

• Errant thought: “I have faith. It is personal. Even if I don’t show Godly works, I know in my heart 
that I have faith.  

• Counter thought: “I have faith. My life has been changed. My faith in God motivates my 
lifestyle and actions, and, therefore, displays my faith.  

Vs. 19 – “Intellectual faith” is not enough. He gives a very striking thought here. It is not simply enough to 
say “I believe.” He reminds us that demons say the same thing.  

Vs. 20 – The word that James uses for “dead” in this verse is different than verses 17 and 20. The word is 
argos, and it means “inactive, idle, thoughtless, or useless.”  

Faith that is all talk or ceremonially thoughtless is dead and useless. It is not the life to which God 
has called us.  

JAMES 2:21-26 – BIBLICAL EXAMPLES - ABRAHAM AND RAHAB 
Vs.  21-24 – Again, this is a portion that some confuse adding works to salvation, but he is teaching a 

mindset here.  

The Bible teaches us that Abraham was saved by faith, and God imputed righteousness to Him. However, 
we are given the illustration of Abraham’s action when he obeyed God’s command to sacrifice Isaac.  

Was Abraham saved by taking Isaac up a mountain? Was he saved by building an alter? Was he saved by 
raising a knife above his son? – The answer to all of these is, “no.” He was saved by his faith in God. 



 

 

 

Yet, we see Abraham’s faith by his actions and his obedience toward God.  

 

Vs. 24 – The type of faith that is in name and word only is not real faith at all.  

- Sitting in a chair illustration: If I built a chair and said it could hold my weight, but I would not sit in it, 
would you have any reason to believe that I have faith that the chair would hold me?  

 

Vs. 25- We have a brief illustration of Rahab. She saw the promise of a holy, perfect God. A God that was 
real, not like her people’s false god. At some point, she turned from false gods and trusted the one true 
God. Her faith saved her, yet it was her good actions and submissive obedience to instruction that 
displayed the work faith had done in her.  

Vs. 26 – A final picture: a body without a spirit is not a person. Faith without works, cannot truly be called 
faith.  

 

The emphasis of tonight’s passage is not for us to simply do more good works or good things. He is 
teaching us that we cannot be lazy and thoughtless about our faith. True faith will create a vibrant desire 
to produce fruit for Christ.  

 

The desire for works comes from a real faith, love, and relationship with God.  

 

Don’t be confused, duty and discipline do not fuel our desire to serve God. Our desire to serve God 
should fuel our duty and discipline.  

- Broken relationship illustration: You cannot grow love for someone by doing duties for them.  

- Fruit tree illustration: A tree can be labeled and apple tree, but if it is simply trunk, bark, limbs, and 
twigs can it really be called an apple tree?  

Can a Christian that does not obey God or have a desire to serve Him in love really call themselves a 
Christian?  

FAMILY DISCUSSION / PERSONAL STUDY 
The Book of James teaches us that true faith reveals itself by works. What we do in our Christian life is 

fueled by what we believe.  

Take time together as a family in God’s Word. Think throughout the day to reinforce the main truth of the 
week. Remember significant ways God has worked in your lives.  

 

TAKE TIME  

• Read Luke 10:25-37 

THINK  

• Write out in detail what each of these men did to respond to the need. 

Priest: 

 

Levite:  

 

Samaritan:  

 

Did all these men have faith in God?                The truth is, we can only seem to be sure of one. Why? 

 

REMEMBER 

• Jesus makes it clear with detail that the Samaritan helped this man in tangible, physical ways with 
no expectation of repayment. What is something someone has done in your life that displayed 
their faith by the works of Christ?   


