
 

 

JAMES: FINDING A FAITH THAT WORKS 

Lesson 9 – FAITH CHOOSES HUMILITY OVER ARROGANCE 

James 4:10-17  

INTRODUCTION/THOUGHTS 
☐   Regarding your “tomorrow”, are you a specific planner or a general 

planner?  

☐ The truth is we don’t even know what today holds. Our lives can 
change in a moment.  

☐ James informs us in vs. 13-14 that we are very temporary creatures, 
and we are often highly ignorant of that fact. This does not seem like 
a good foundation to build a prideful life (but we do).  

☐   God, on the other hand, is exactly the opposite. He is eternal and      
       omniscient. He always knows what tomorrow will hold. He is all- 
       powerful and all-knowing. He is everywhere at the same time, and  
       wherever He is, all of His power and knowledge resides.  

☐    We have no ground for boasting, self-exaltation, or any thought of our own self-reliance (but we still  
       do it). It is foolish to think of ourselves as “in control.”  

☐    These facts about God along with His goodness should drive us to humility. How do we know that  
        God is good? We look to the cross. Can there be any more humbling thoughts than of God’s  
        greatness and God’s goodness? 

☐    Yet, when it comes to the Christ-like trait of humility, it is hard to pinpoint how to pursue it in our own 
        lives. If we try to be humble for the sake of appearing humble, are we not motivated by pride? If we  
        not consciously seek to be humble, will we not end up living in pride?  

 

WAYS WE PURSUE HUMILITY 
1. Understand and embrace our weaknesses – vs. 13-14 

• We have thousands of weaknesses, but James simply points to the fragile state of our physical 
lives. You can declare that you are going to do something or be somewhere, but your control of 
those things is extremely limited.  

• 1 Corinthians 12:14-20 – The explanation of our part in the body of Christ highlights our 
shortcomings and calls us to embrace them. “No one is strong at everything. God does not call 
everyone to be everything.” (within the church or our families)  

• The pressure of perfection within our families or church is unhealthy and unbiblical.  

• God puts us together for the building up of His body for the glory of His name.  

• We often struggle in this area.  
- We see one deed as more important than another and devalue our own or others’ positions.  

- We fail to do what we can do because we are not capable of what someone else does. 

- We try to do too many things because we feel others cannot do what we do. 

- We do nothing because we fail to function together.  

“A proper mindset frees us to do what God created us to do well.” 

 

- God used the weakest and most “unqualified” in the Bible and still does today. 

Illustration: Write out examples of body members trying to accomplish deeds for which they were not 
created.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

2. Stay curious and conscious that you do not know everything. – vs. 14-15 

• Mystery is humbling and inspiring at the same time.  

• If you want to neutralize the pride of what you know, take a dose of what you don’t know.  

• Psalm 8 – “When I consider… What is man… O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name…” 

  

3. Acknowledge others by focusing on God’s working in their lives and not your assessment of their 
failures. – vs. 11-12 

• Constant judgment and assessment of others drives them from your life physically and mentally.  

• God created that brother or sister in Christ to contribute. Why don’t we let them?  

• God doesn’t need any of us to work or serve; however, He has called and allows all of us to work 
and serve. Rather than seeking to exclude and push away some while pulling and dragging others 
into service, let us seek to encourage, empower, and equip the body of Jesus to do His work.  

4. Acknowledge God’s work and power in every aspect of life and live considering my part. – vs. 15-17 

• James is not simply instructing us to preface every plan or event on our calendar with “if the Lord 
wills.” He is not trying to teach us a vain, repetitious phrase but a humble proper mindset.  

• He instructs us to live in this humble mindset not only because it is better, but because the 
alternative mindset is evil. – vs. 16  

• “Rejoice in your boastings…” = “boast in your arrogance…”  

• Do we enjoy being self-sufficient? Are we thrilled in our own ability?  

• We are accountable to live the way that God instructs us. He has instructed us to live humbly. 

• It is not enough to simply abstain from the wrong. We are to do good! 

TRUE FAITH PRODUCES CHRIST-LIKE HUMILITY AND COMBATS SELF-
RELIANT PRIDE.  

FAMILY DISCUSSION / PERSONAL STUDY 
The Book of James teaches us that true faith reveals itself by works. What we do in our Christian life is 

fueled by what we believe.  

Take time together as a family in God’s Word. Think throughout the day to reinforce the main truth of the 
week. Remember significant ways God has worked in your lives.  

 

TAKE TIME  

Read Philippians 2:1-11 – How did Jesus display humility? 

 

THINK  

  How does James 4:17 expand our understanding of what sin is?  

 

 

REMEMBER 

 Were there moments this week that you had direct opportunity to do good and chose not to do it? 
How can you prepare yourself to respond differently this week? 

 

 


