
 

 

EXODUS 19-20  

Lesson 10 – God Establishes Worship and Law   

Though God had shown His power and willingness to provide for their needs, His 
people failed to trust in the manner of His provision. They complained about their 
lack of food and water, but the Lord, once again, was faithful to provide. God caused 
manna, a bread-like substance, to rain down from heaven each morning, providing 
sustenance for the people daily. After three months, God brought the people to 
Mount Sinai, where they would worship Him. God instructed Moses and gave him the 
law so the people could know how to worship Him and live according to His com-
mands. These instructions included building the tabernacle. 

THE INTENTION OF GOD’S SYSTEM OF WORSHIP AND LIFE EXODUS - 19:1-6  

19:4 – You have “seen what I did.” – God initiates this conversation by pointing to His own power and glory. 

19:4 – I “brought you unto myself.” – God intended to bring Israel to Him (relationship).  

19:5 - Israel is called “a peculiar treasure above all people.” – There is no doubt God set them apart… Why?  

19:6 – Israel was to be a “kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.” – A priest is a mediator and connection be-
tween God and people. To whom were they going to be priests? The World 

 

Throughout history, Israel continually was confused about their purpose in the world. The Law and wor-
ship that was intended to draw other nations and people and introduce them to God ended up being a point of 
contention, ridicule, exclusion, and hypocrisy.  

 They understood they were different than the world. They did not understand why?  

 

Consider your purpose: Have you ever contemplated why you are a Christian? Why are you one of God’s peo-
ple? What purpose are you serving? Does your status as a Christian lead you to be critical, closed off, and indif-
ferent to those that do not know God? How do you consciously live your life in a way that brings glory to God 
and introduces others to Him? _________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We are not special because we are right. We are special because we are God’s.  

THE LAW TOWARD GOD – EXODUS 20:1-11 
When we think of Moses on Sinai, we think of the Ten Commandments. However, it is important that we put 

these commandments in context. Notice the first two verses introducing these commands.  

20:1-2 – “I am the Lord thy God…” – These commands are not given by a rigid, uncaring taskmaster. They come 
from the heart of a personal loving God with the best interest toward His children. These commandments 
were to be followed, but they also revealed the nature and character of God. God desired that His people 
know Him. Adhering to these rules without relationship to the Father leads to legalism and hypocrisy.  

Notice what the first four of the Ten Commandments reveal.  

 20:3 – God’s uniqueness. He is the only God 

 20:4 – God’s difference from His creation. He is infinite. He was not born or created, and it is a horrible of-
fence to think of Him as we do His creation.  

 20:4-6 – God’s glory and perfection of character. He does not share His deity with anything.  

 20:7 – God is jealous of His glory and serious about His relationship with His people.  
20:8 – God has a focus and purpose intended for His creation. We are not to live without acknowledgment 
or reverence for Him. We are not to live independent of Him.  

THE LAW TOWARD PEOPLE – EXODUS 20:12-17 



 

 

20:12 – Relation to parents. God sets an example of authority and order, but uses this relationship to help 
us understand our relationship with Him, (He also indicates that land and earth belong to Him.) 

20:13 – Don’t kill. – Life is from God and belongs to Him. 

20:14 – Don’t commit adultery. - God has holy intentions for marriage. It is a symbol of our relationship to 
God and the church to Christ.  

20:15 – Don’t steal. – God intends for us to rely on Him. We have no need to steal if we trust that He is in 
control and can provide for all of our needs and satisfy us more deeply than spiritual things.  

20:16 – Don’t lie. – God is truth and communicates in complete truth. He intends for us to do the same.  

20:17 – Don’t covet. – If our minds are so focused on what we do not have, we will not be focused on what 
we have been given in our relationship with Him.  

20:18-21 – God sealed these commands with a physical display of His power.  

THE TABERNACLE – EXODUS 25-40 
The Israelites left Egypt on the fifteenth day of their first month. They arrived at Sinai within a few weeks 

and shortly after that received the Ten Commandments (Ex. 19:1; Num. 33:3). They then received further laws 
and began constructing the tabernacle as God had commanded. At this point, almost a year had passed since 
the exodus. 

When everything was ready, Moses caused the tabernacle to be set up “in the first month of the second 
year, on the first day of the month” (Ex. 40:17). The tent was erected in the center of the Israelite encampment, a 
pattern they would follow throughout their wilderness travels (Num. 2:2). Moses took the lead in consecrating—
setting aside for its sacred purpose—each article of the tabernacle, anointing it with oil (Ex. 40:9-11). Aaron and 
his sons were similarly set apart as priests (40:12-15). Exodus 40 provides multiple reminders that Moses did eve-
rything concerning the tabernacle’s dedication as the Lord commanded (40:16,19,21,23,25,27,29,32).  

In Israel’s history, the portable tabernacle was eventually followed by a permanent temple. Both struc-
tures were understood as the earthly dwelling place of the Lord. In fact, throughout the ancient world, a “temple” 
was a god’s house. Israel’s temple never had a physical image of God, as pagan temples did, but nevertheless 
functioned as the place, the sanctuary, where the Lord’s holy presence was manifested. 

The apostle Paul took up this language to remind early Christians, and us, that we are indwelt by God’s 
Spirit. Therefore, we are God’s temple, so we manifest His presence to others in the world. As Paul wrote: “Don’t 
you yourselves know that you are God’s temple and that the Spirit of God lives in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16). Here the 
“you” is plural, referring to believers collectively (see also 1 Cor. 6:19; Eph. 2:21-22). God’s presence within each 
of us is what unites us together as one people in the name of Jesus Christ.  

 

The Tabernacle – A Reminder of Eden / A Promise of the Messiah  
  We won’t have the time this evening to fully discuss the Tabernacle and the symbolism that God used to 
show His own nature. However, let’s note a few ways that the Tabernacle pointed back to the place that God 
started His relationship with man. This was a reminder that God had not forgotten His purpose or His promise for 
mankind.  

1. God’s Presence – Genesis 3:8 / Exodus 40 – God desired to be with His people.  

2. East-Facing Entrance – Genesis 3:24 / Numbers 3:38 – God would promise to return and reign. 

3. Guarded by Cherubim – Genesis 3:24 / Exodus 26:31-35 – Sin keeps people from God. 

4. Tree of Life – Genesis 2:9 / Exodus 25:31-40  

 

As we have studied the Old Testament, have you been able to see God’s continual message that what He 
planned in the beginning is His plan for eternity (to live with His people and be glorified by them)? 
___________________________________________________ 

How has this or should this affect your daily life with God? _______________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is there any visible evidence of God’s presence in your life? What is it? _____________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


