
 

 

PEOPLE WANT A KING  

Lesson 14 – 1 Samuel 1-20 

Our study of the time of the Judges left us with a bleak, disgusting, and terri-
fying picture of the sin of mankind and the rebellion of God’s people. To this point as 
a nation, Israel had experienced only brief moments of peace and a fulfilling, com-
mitted relationship with their God. Over and over, they continued to choose what 
they wanted instead of what they needed. They chose to point the affections of their 
hearts toward land, riches, power, and idols. God had made one thing abundantly 
clear; He does not share His glory or authority. However, Israel failed to learn that 
truth. They thought what they needed was ruler like everyone else. They desired 
someone who would lead, protect, provide, and guide. They desired the right thing, 
a king, but they chose the wrong one. In fact, they chose the wrong kind.  

HOW DID THEY GET HERE? 
1. The leadership of the judges provided only temporary relief. 

2. Samuel, a grace-child committed to God by Hannah, becomes a great leader of Israel. He consistently 
pointed them to God as their true leader. His sons did not follow in his ways. 

3. The people grow discontent and believe that the answer must be a different kind of leader: a king. - 1 
Samuel 8:1-9 

4. Samuel warns the people of what a human king will do. – 1 Samuel 8:10-18 

5. The people ignore the warnings and choose to be like everyone else. – 1 Samuel 8:19-22 

6. Saul is chosen and made the king of Israel. – 1 Samuel 9-11 

WHAT DID THEY GET?  
1. A king who feared losing the support of men more than losing the spirit of God. – 1 Samuel 13:8-12 

2. A king who equated religious performance with the favor and blessing of God. – 1 Samuel 13:8-12 

3. A king who led by swearing, fear, and a desire for personal revenger. – 1 Samuel 14:24-30 

4. A king who was willing to sacrifice relationships because of his own man-made rules. – 1 Samuel 14:38-46 

5. A king who led the people into peril because he trusted his own mind more than God’s commands. – 1 
Samuel 15:1-12 

6. A king who shifted blame to avoid judgment and find pardon. – 1 Samuel 15:13-25 

7. A king who coveted personal glory over God’s plan and working. – 1 Samuel 18:5-9 

8. A king willing to contradict and destroy the plan of God because of personal shame. – 1 Samuel 19 

9. A king willing to dive deep into sin because of his own petty opinions. – 1 Samuel 22:17-19 

10. A king who would abandon God for pragmatism of sin. – 1 Samuel 28:1-14 

WHAT DID THEY NEED? 
1. A king submissive to God’s Spirit who desired to please God more than man. – Matthew 3:13-4:10 

2. A king who guided to relationship and exposed weakness of religion. – Matthew 23:1-10 

3. A king who led by in humility and a desire to glorify God. – John 6:38; 13:1-5; Philippians 2:5-11 

4. A king who came to save others, not sacrifice them for His own benefit. – Luke 19:10 

5. A king who led others to God and His truth even at His own peril. – 1 Peter 2:23 

-He trusted God’s will and way completely.  

6. A king who took blame and received the judgement of others so that they could be pardoned. 
- 2 Corinthians 6:21 

7. A king who desired God’s glory and followed God’s plan over all else. – John 12:27-29; 17:1 

8. A king who remained spotless and sinless though He was tempted. – Hebrews 4:15 

9. A king who would never abandon God’s plan or His people. – Matthew 28:18-2- 



 

 

WHAT DO WE WANT? VS. WHAT DO WE NEED?  
Like Israel, what we often want is a king who will give, provide, protect, and lead here and now. We want God to 
give us what we think is best or what we think we need in life or what will make life easier or more convenient.  

If we are not cautious, we end up seeking the benefits of God (the benefits of a good king) without a relationship 
with God. We desire to be given to but not to give. We desire to have someone stand for us but not to have to 
stand ourselves. We desire someone who would suffer pain and discomfort so that we never have to suffer our-
selves. What we want is a “hero king”. What we need is a God King.  

How would you describe the relationship that you desire with God?  

 

Does it match the relationship that God promised to give in His Word?  

 

Do you ever find yourself desiring the attributes of God in a human leader or “king” and find yourself frustrated 
that you cannot find them?  

 

Do you ever find yourself desiring God to give you a “hero king” when He has already given you a God king?  

 

What can you do this week to find satisfaction, rest, and peace in the Christ King? 

 

Below: List out as many descriptions of your King as you can. Pray and rejoice in your king this week! 

 

  
 


