
 

 

SOLOMON’S TEMPLE – GOD’S TEMPLE 
 
Lesson 17 – WHAT GOD TEACHES ABOUT HIS HOUSE  
– 1 Kings 5-8 

Understanding the purpose and picture of the temple is one of the most cru-
cial aspects of our study of the gospel this year. From the Garden of Eden to the new 
heaven and earth, we find the continual, prevalent thought of God with man. God’s 
presence is perhaps the most prevalent spiritual application we make to the Old Tes-
tament temple, but if we look closely, we will find that the temple was full of limita-
tions. The temple was never meant to restore the relationship of God to man. In fact, 
we can find great joy and rejoicing in its ultimate destruction. Why? It means that 
God is with us.  
 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE 
1. The principle of the temple came from God’s commands to Israel about the Tabernacle. 

2. The thought of a “permanent” temple came from David once he established his own house in Jerusalem.  

3. The plan for the temple details were given to David by God and passed on to Solomon. (1 Chron. 28) 

4. The construction of the temple was carried out by Solomon. (1Kings 5-6)  

5. Specific notes about its construction. 

a. It began 480 years after Israel left Egypt. (6:1) 
- The tabernacle was used for almost twice as long as the temple. 

b. David prepared by leading the people to give and gave of himself without limit. (1 Chron. 29:1-3) 

c. The temple was approximately 90 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 45 feet tall. (6:2) 

d. The stones and materials were prepared elsewhere. There was no hammering or chiseling at the 
temple itself. (6:7) 

- This thought can make 1 Peter 2:5 stand out. Here, we are called living stones that are fashioned 
for a “spiritual house”. In a way, it pictures that we are being carved out and fashioned now in this 
place for our future place in the eternal house of God. 

e. The temple still gave the clear picture of separation from God and inaccessibility. (6:14-38) 

- Gold chains hung a veil to separate the most holy place. (6:21) 

- The inner sanctuary was “guarded” by two olive wood cherubims that were overlaid with gold. 
They guarded every inch of the Holy of Holies and were seen by the High Priest as soon as he en-
tered. (6:23-28) 

f. The temple was constructed over seven years. (6:38) 

(But Solomon spent thirteen years on his own house. 7:1)  

g. The temple was filled with physical treasures. (7:48-51) 

 

THE DEDICATION AND FILLING OF THE TEMPLE  
1. The people gathered and brought the ark of the covenant and items from the tabernacle. (8:1-4) 

2. They offered sacrifices that could not be numbered. (8:5) – Sacrifices that did not appease.  

3. The ark and tablets of stone were completely hidden. (8:6-9) – Access was forbidden.  

4. God filled the holy place with His glory when the priests came out. (8:10) – God cannot dwell with sin. 

5. The priests could minister while God’s evident presence was there. (8:11) – Man cannot dwell with God. 

6. God veils His full glory so that he might “be near” and interact directly with his people. (8:11-12)  
- God desires to be near and comfort His people even now in their darkness.  



 

 

7. Solomon prays a prayer of dedication then asks the Lord to hear His people because of this house. How-
ever, this request only further reveals the limitations of the temple. (8:22-53) – God is not bound to a 
place, and He does not want our relationship with Him to be bound to a place.  

THE RESPONSE TO THE TEMPLE 
1. God answered their prayer and “hallowed” the temple but made it clear it was not because of the  
physical aspects of the temple. He honored the request of their hearts not the simply the work of their 
hands. (9:1-5) 

2. God declared the temple was for His name and that His eyes and His heart would be over the place. He 
made it clear that His blessing on the place was based on His covenant with the people. He did not re-
strict Himself to the temple like an idol. Israel struggled to ever grasp this. (9:3-5) 

3. God issued a clear warning. If Israel turned from worshipping Him, he would “cast the temple out of his 
sight.” (9:6-9) God finds no honor in flattery or physical “gifts”, but He demands and desires the love and 
obedience His people.  

THE REPLACEMENT OF THE TEMPLE 
1. The temple (like everything else man has ever done) was not enough.  

2. God was angered and displeased with Solomon and Israel. This was not because they misused or 
acted wrong in His house. It was not because he became displeased with the Solomon’s effort in the tem-
ple. He was displeased because of Solomon’s heart. (11:4-13)  

3. During the time of the prophets, Israel began to think that Jerusalem and the temple would not be de-
stroyed because God could never leave His temple. They literally felt God was imprisoned. Ezekiel 10 
gave the clear message that not only could God leave His temple, but He would do it willingly. His 
desire was never to live in a place near His people. He longed to life with His people.  

4. The first temple was destroyed, and eventually a second temple was built. The Jews perceived Haggai 
2:6-9 to mean it was an even greater temple than the first. However, it was speaking of Who was coming.  

5. The temple continually left Israel longing for God’s presence and unsure how to get it. 

5. Jesus visited the temple early in His ministry quoting Jeremiah 7 that it had become a den of robbers. 
He quickly declared Himself to be the new and true temple. No longer was the temple a place to re-
mind people that they could not access God. It was now God Himself as a man come to open access for 
all who would believe. (John 2:12-25) Jesus is everything the temple could not be: Immanuel, God with 
us. John 1 says that the “Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” Dwelt literally means “tabernacled” or 
pitched His tent.  

6. In the Old Testament, the meeting place between God and man was a place. In the New Testament, it  
  is a person.  

7. Solomon prayed that God would hear all prayers made in or toward the temple. Jesus promises that  
  God hears and answers all prayers prayed toward Him. (John 14:13-14) 

8. Solomon expressed thanks for a place to worship God. Jesus declared to the Samaritan woman that  
  there was a new way to worship. God is to be worshiped in spirit and truth. (John 4:20-24) 

9. When Jesus ascended after His resurrection, He left the presence of God with His believers. (John  
  14:16-20) Jesus transitioned the temple from God with us to God in us. (John 20:22)  

10. The Old Testament symbols of God’s presence (cloud and fire) fall on His believers at Pentecost. The  
  breath of spiritual life entered them, and the very life of God is now in the soul of man. (Acts 2:1-3) 

11. If God’s presence enters a Christian, what does that make the Christian? (1 Cor. 3:16) 

12. There was no need for a temple in the beginning. It was not part of God’s original design. There will  
  be no need for a temple in the end. This was God’s plan, and nothing can change it. He will be with His  
  people, and they will glorify Him forever. His purpose in the beginning is His purpose in the end.  

(Rev. 21:22) 


