
 

 

“I WILL” - GOD’S MESSAGE THROUGH HOSEA 
Lesson 19 – Finding God’s Unending Love for Unfaithful 
People – Hosea 1-14  

Shocking. Stunning. Scandalous. These words describe the love of God that 
we find in the book of Hosea. In the last few lessons, we saw God establish a king-
dom, a family of kings, and a temple where His children would worship Him. Initially, 
the kingdom thrived under God’s blessing on David and Solomon. The time of Ho-
sea was only a few generations removed from David, but things were not going well. 
Hosea was a prophet, a messenger, sent to the northern tribes making up the “King-
dom of Israel” (yes, Israel had already split). God gave him a message to speak, but 
He also gave him an incredible illustration to live.  
 

THE BACKGROUND  
1. Hosea is one of the earliest written books of the Old Testament (750-720 BC).  

2. It is written during the now divided kingdom of Israel about 250 years after David.  

3. The book is mainly written about and to the northern tribes.  

4. Hosea’s name means salvation (Josua), and he is not mentioned anywhere else in the Bible.  

THE BREAKDOWN 
Two primary portions of the book: Hosea’s marriage to Gomer (1-3) and God’s marriage to Israel (4-14)  

1. A faithful prophet with an unfaithful wife (1-3) 

a. The marriage – 1:2-11 - (pictures God’s covenant with Israel) – God commands Hosea to marry and 
have children. He prophetically declares that she will be a sexually immoral woman, and their children 
will be considered the “children of whoredom.”  

b. The adultery – 2:1-13 – (pictures Israel’s idolatry and pursuit of everything but God) – After having 
three children with Hosea, Gomer chases after “lovers” that gave her luxuries but not love.  

- All pursuits to be satisfied outside of our God are spiritual adulteries. When we turn from God for 
anything, we are abandoning God for lesser things.  

c. The restoration – (2:14-3:5) – (pictures God’s continual love and mercy toward His unfaithful people) 
Somehow, Gomer is taken captive or put up for sale. God tells Hosea to retrieve and love his unfaith-
ful wife. Hosea purchases her physically and calls her to return to him relationally.  

- God takes spiritually adulterous people and pays the penalty for their unfaithfulness and buys 
them back through redeeming grace so that they may be wed to Him eternally. We bring nothing 
to the relationship but sin. He paid the penalty of our sin with Jesus Christ. Jesus took all of our 
deserved rejection so that in our marriage to Him, we would never see His back as He turned 
away from us.  

2. A faithful God with an unfaithful people (4-14) – the remainder of the book are poems that Hosea wrote as 
warnings and invitations for the people of Israel. Hosea stood watching a people on the brink of destruc-
tion and exile. Though God declared judgment for their sin, Hosea makes it clear that God was pleading 
for their return and promising restoration.  

a. A Cycle of Accusation and Warning (4-11)  

- The cause and effect of Israel’s unfaithfulness is revealed. There was “no knowledge (yada - rela-
tional knowledge) of God in the land.” – 4:1 

- Their worship was full of hypocrisy. They would break the law and allow injustice, but then go of-
fer sacrifices to God in the temple. They constantly praised Baal. 

- They wanted to trust their political alliances with others, particularly Egypt and Assyria.  

- These poems emphasize the dramatic break in their relationship with God.  

• God promises to reject (4:6), forget (4:6), punish (4:9), and remember (8:13).  

• God be to them as a moth (5:12), rottenness (5:12), a lion (5:14), and an eagle (8:1).  



 

 

• God’s ultimate disgust was not simply with their actions but with their heart. (6:3-7, 7:10-11, 
10:2-4) 

• However, God deeply and faithfully loves His children and promises mercy. (11:1, 8-9 

b. More Accusation and Warning (12-14)  

- Hosea highlights Israel’s inability to be satisfied and their continual pattern of lies and deceit. 
(12:1-8)  

- Hosea exposes Israel’s obsession with idolatry. (13:1-3) 

- Hosea shows that though Israel has been unfaithful since the beginning, God is faithful because 
He refuses to share His glory. He says he is their only God (13:4), savior (13:4), judge (13:6-8), 
help (13:9), king (13:10), and redeemer (13:14). 

- Hosea finishes each section with a “love song” calling God’s people to return.  

• God promises them a merciful and one day complete and absolute renewal (14:3-8) 

THE BETTER STORY 
- Israel never fully returned to the Lord. It was not in them. In their sin nature, they continually rejected 
their God over and over. Yet, God makes a promise and gives a picture of Israel returning to Him and be-
ing used to affect the world. How is this possible? God would fulfill this picture of a restored relationship 
and marriage through a Better Son, Jesus Christ.  

- In Matthew’s gospel account, he makes it clear that Jesus fulfilled all that Israel could not. He even refer-
ences a quote from Hosea in Matthew 2:13-15. He points out that Jesus fulfilled Hosea 11:1. Matthew is 
not trying to say that Hosea 11:1 was written about Jesus Himself, but he is using Hosea to point to the 
perfect relationship of Jesus to God. A relationship that Israel could never find on its own.  

 Israel’s beginning →  Matthew 1:1 – a new genesis  

 Israel’s exile → Matthew 2:13-14 – a new exile 

 Israel’s return → Matthew 2:15 – a true return from exile to do God’s work 

 Israel’s crossing and “baptism” (1 Cor. 10:2) – Matthew 3:13-17 – Jesus baptized pleasing God 

 Israel’s wilderness time → Matthew 4 – Jesus tempted in the wilderness and returns still perfect  

- How could Hosea end with such a promise of blessing if God knew His people would never really re-
turn? God never intended for us to think Israel would one day come to their senses and return and be 
faithful. He knew He would have to send His only Son on their behalf and ours. God will have to do the 
work!  

CONCLUSION 
Hosea’s poetry is not locked in the past. There are deep truths about God’s character and human nature. 
- We are “bent” to rebel. (11:7) → His purpose is to heal. (14:4)  
- He loves us freely. (14:4) → His people will respond to that love by returning. (14:7-8) 

Hosea 14:9 gives a concluding note to all of its readers. “Who reading this will be wise? God’s ways are right! 
Those made righteous walk in these ways. Those that are rebellious stumble in them.”  

Hosea is an Old Testament book that teaches a New Testament truth. The gospel does not simply free us; it 
keeps us. We should preach the gospel to ourselves every day so that we do not stray. When we do stray, we 
should run back to our God who is faithful even when we are not.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BONUS: “I WILL” – GOD’S MESSAGE TO HIS PEOPLE 
There are a lot of promises of God’s judgment in Hosea, but there are many promises of hope. Be encouraged 
by these “I Will” statements of God in Hosea. It is like God’s wedding vowels to His people.  
 
I will avenge (Hosea 1:4). 

I will hedge up your way with thorns (2:6) 

I will allure her (2:14) 

I will…bring her into the wilderness and speak comfort to her (2:14) 

I will give her vineyards from there, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope (2:15) 

I will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth (2:17) 

I will make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field (2:18) 

I will betroth you to me (2:19) 

I will betroth you to me forever (2:19) 

I will betroth you to me in righteousness (2:19) 

I will betroth you to me…in judgment (2:19) 

I will betroth you to me…in lovingkindness (2:19) 
I will betroth you to me… in faithfulness (2:20) 

I will hear (2:21) 

I will sow her for myself in the earth (2:23) 

I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy (2:23) 

I will say to them which were not my people, You are my people (2:23) 

Because you have rejected knowledge, I will also reject you (4:6) 

Therefore will I change their glory into shame (4:7) 

For I will be to Ephraim as a lion (5:14) 

I will go and return to my place till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face (5:15) 

I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger (11:9). 

I will place them in their houses (11:11) 

I will make you to dwell in tabernacles (12:9) 

I will be your king (13:10) 

I will ransom them from the power of the grave (13:14) 

O death, I will be your plagues (13:14) 

I will heal their backsliding (14:4) 

I will love them freely (14:4) 

I will be as the dew to Israel (14:5) 

 

Our sin nature means our salvation, justification, and healing rests completely on God’s willingness to work in us 
and for us. Fortunately, He lovingly says, “I will!”  

 

 


